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BÜDINGEN (editorial). An unusual
building in Industriestrasse houses the
European headquarters of an equally
unusual and significant company. At a
Cretec Cybernetics open day, members
of Büdingen’s CDU learned about the
newly merged company, which has also
established itself internationally. Cretec
Cybernetics combines the solutions
activities of the former Cretec GmbH in
Hammersbach with Spain’s Vision
Online S.L. in Barcelona. The young
company pools over 20 years of
experience. The CDU’s press release
emphasised that innovative ideas can
also succeed in Büdingen.

According to the CDU, creativity and
rapidly implementing ideas through a
dynamic team combining youth and
experience are essential to Cretec
Cybernetics’ success. This is apparent
at the entrance: every open-day visitor
has to pass a thermal-imaging camera
before entering, where body
temperature is measured automatically.
Joel Hurley, managing director of the
Spanish branch, explained that the
station is also connected to an access
system, allowing the door to open only
when temperature is within the normal
range. Investment in the system quickly
pays for itself through saved personnel
costs, he said, especially when finding
staff during the coronavirus pandemic
is difficult.

During tours in small groups, with both
staff and visitors wearing face
coverings and keeping adequate
distance, Joel Hurley and Alexander
Trebing, founder and managing
director of Cretec Cybernetics
Germany, showed quality-control
applications for industry. Cameras are
central to every application. They
recognise objects - or people at the
entrance - faster and more precisely
than even the most meticulous
employee could.

Robots can check whether industrial
parts meet dimensions or fall outside
tolerance. Another machine reads

best-before dates on drinks cans: 20
cans are inspected in one second and
rejected if necessary. A duet of robot
arms is more entertaining. One selects
coffee capsules according to a request
entered through a mobile app and
passes them to the other, which inserts
the capsule into a standard coffee
machine that then brews the desired
coffee.

Alexander Trebing explained that he
had previously worked for a company
selling applications controlled through
camera-captured images. “There is so
much more that could be done, but

nobody does it,” he said, describing how
he could not fully express his creativity
as an employee. He therefore became
self-employed four years earlier. Open
communication and an enjoyable
working atmosphere at Cretec
Cybernetics ensure that creativity and
ideas are used. German mechanical and
plant engineering, including the
technologies demonstrated at the
company, is an international showcase.
The managing directors sense that
coronavirus is reviving appreciation for
their sector and creating a comeback
for local, in-house, clean and efficient
production in Germany using local

skilled workers.

A table-football game in the spacious
staff kitchenette, inviting short breaks,
visibly expresses this refreshing
company culture. “Workplaces are
changing,” observed Benjamin Harris,
CDU group leader in the city council
and the party’s mayoral candidate.
While traditional industrial production
is losing significance, he said,
innovation, creativity and development
work increasingly determine business
success. “I am pleased that Cretec
Cybernetics has chosen Büdingen for its
European headquarters,” he said. The

CDU sees itself as a contact for all
Büdingen companies, with the city itself
also playing a role. “Quality of life in
Büdingen is a significant location
advantage for attracting employees,”
Harris emphasised.

High-tech from Büdingen
CDU delegation led by mayoral candidate Benjamin Harris visits Cretec Cybernetics in Industriestrasse

Admiring Cyber Coffee: Jonathan König, Benjamin Harris and Simone Michel from Büdingen’s CDU visit Cretec Cybernetics. Photo: Harris.
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