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Gelnhausen (jol). Technology Day for
students at the rubber and plastics
engineering college of the vocational
schools focused entirely on the fourth
industrial revolution. A team from
Büdingen-based CRETEC, led by
managing directors Alexander Trebing
and Rainer Güntner, presented
state-of-the-art information technology
that will monitor and simplify
production.

The latest robotics and information
technology was on display on
Wednesday at the rubber and plastics

technology centre of the vocational
schools in Gelnhausen. The two
cohorts of prospective plastics and
rubber technicians learned first-hand
how systems can be intelligently and
effectively interconnected as part of
the fourth industrial revolution. “We
are leaders in machine vision for
quality engineering,” Alexander
Trebing said, introducing one of
CRETEC’s core areas. CRETEC is the
newest member of the association
supporting rubber and plastics
technology training (FKB). Its
chairman, Dieter Hanke, attended with
representatives of several member
companies, including Uwe Hehl from
Veritas, to get to know this advanced
technology company.

The technology centre featured robots
performing tasks coordinated with
humans. Both sensor technology and
equipment make collaboration
between humans and robots easier.

“We like developing solutions tailored
to individual companies,” Alexander
Trebing said. His company operates in
a field in which relatively few
businesses are active. “There is
actually more work than there are
companies able to implement it,” he
added. The guiding principle is
therefore to develop all systems so
that they remain compatible with
other companies’ technology and
standard PC systems.

CRETEC also develops independent
quality-control solutions in which the

camera and processing can operate
entirely autonomously using its own
software. “Handheld scanners are
expensive and break quickly. We
developed one from aluminium and
drove a tank over it. It still works,”
Trebing reported. Efficient
development means this takes little
time: months rather than years. “But
we could already be much further
ahead,” he said of the company’s four
locations and its plans to expand into
Italy and Canada. “We lack the
necessary skilled staff, though. That is
why we are working to create new

training occupations,” he concluded
his report from industrial practice.

Earlier, headteacher Hartmut Bieber
had expressed his thanks for bringing
state-of-the-art technology to the
vocational schools. Heads of
department Arnold Flach and Achim
Wamser are very active in developing
modern training. Working with the
FKB and supporting companies, the
school will soon be able to introduce
modern robotics, offering apprentices
and students the best possible
conditions.
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Students learn how robots working together with people can simplify production. Photo:
Ludwig
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